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Carneddi

Mynytho

Pwllheli

Gwynedd

LL53 7SA

Tel: 01758 740501
19 July 2012

Lindsey Powles

Department for Environment & Sustainable Development,
Welsh Government,
2nd Floor, CP2,
Cathays Park, Cardiff
CF10 3NQ

Dear Ms Powles,

Consultation on the Potential Llŷn Marine Conservation Zones

Please find the PMBHA response to the consultation.

Not part of the consultation process but of great concern to PMBHA is the impact or effectively a blight being placed upon Pwllheli and the Llŷn by the existence of this process. On an annual basis, boat owners select their chosen location and with an unknown possibly highly restricted future there is likely to be a tendency to avoid the Llŷn in favour of other locations, even though the process is incomplete. This effect is being exacerbated by the extensive negative publicity in the media. Therefore we ask that urgent consideration also be given to this aspect.
If you have any questions I would be very pleased to assist you.

Yours sincerely,

David Dewsbury

Chairman

Pwllheli Mooring & Berth Holders Association (PMBHA)

MARITIME CONSERVATION ZONES

BACKGROUND

The Pwllheli Mooring & Berth Holders Association (PMBHA) has been in existence in its present form for 7 years.  The Association represents over 400 sailing and motorboat owners who have chosen to berth or moor their boats within the Hafan/Marina and Harbour at Pwllheli, Gwynedd. 

Approximately half of the Association’s members reside locally and half reside in South Wales, Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Derbyshire and the Midlands.  Many of the non-local members have purchased second homes, chalets or caravans in the area and are an integral part of the local community. Local members are both indigenous or have relocated into Gwynedd after many years of being a “non-local”. 

The PMBHA members, their families and friends all have a love of both the sea and the unspoilt coastline of the Llyn Peninsula. Their respect for the wildlife both above and under the sea is immense. Very often generations of their families have sailed in the local sea and their children and grand children, play and have played in the sea and seashore. The pristine condition of the identified zones, prove the use by these sailors, their families and friends has had no negative impact on these areas.  

Such activities increase the visitor numbers and encourage water sports and beach use throughout the year in Pwllheli, Gwynedd.

The PMBHA is not opposed to Marine Conservation and the formation of Marine Conservation Zones. However, by adopting many of the identified zones in the proposed form could have a major impact on sailing, enjoyment and knowledge of the seashore. 

KEY POINTS:

1. Pwllheli directly supports within the marina/harbour area circa over 1000 sailing and motorboats with perhaps a similar number being kept at owners’ homes.

2. Pwllheli boat owners, families and friends spend perhaps £20 million annually within the Llŷn Peninsula.

3. Pwllheli boat owners have probably purchased circa £100 million of accommodation in the Llŷn Peninsula.

4. Marina berth holders pay more than £2.2 million gross in mooring fees and netting Gwynedd Council £1 million net per annum, thereby supporting local services.

5. As part of the above Marina berth holders pay £150,000 per annum to the Crown Estates (Government).

6. Pwllheli boat owners support hundreds of local jobs with Pwllheli in addition, being a centre for marine excellence where boats are wintered and maintained from a large catchment area. 

7. Pwllheli is a major “Port of Refuge” and vital to the safety of mariners.

8. Pwllheli is a major destination and transit harbour for local, national and international sailors.  Please see attached copies of the consultation charts annotated with popular cruising transits through the proposed zones.

9. PMBHA members respect and support the protection of the marine environment.

The implementation of  HPMCZ.s as proposed is likely to result in: -

· 50% of boat owners leaving within 3-5 years.

· Losses of annual spend of £10 million.

· £50 million of accommodation stock sold within 5 years in a distressed market.

· Loss of £500,000 net per annum to Gwynedd Council and losses to Government.

· Hundreds of local jobs lost.

· The possible migration of local population due to job losses in an already deprived area resulting in a negative impact on local society including the Welsh culture and language.

POSSIBLE WAY FORWARD

Modify the HPMCZ.s to: -

· Allow the passage of boats in all zones

· Allow the anchoring of boats with due care and attention to published recommendations on anchoring 

· Install mooring buoys in popular places to minimise the use of anchors as is becoming common around the world

· Allow public access to the foreshore and permit normal beach activity

· Allow beach nourishment as part of flood defences

plus

ACTIVELY MANAGE THE INSHORE COMMERCIAL FISHING FLEET
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